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Elkhart Historic & Cultural Preservation Commission 
CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS 

Community Preservation Specialist - Staff Review 
 

Application Number: 24-COA-02 
Applicant's  Name: Historic Properties of Elkhart, LLC  
Property Address: 221-223 Division Street                    
Local Landmark or District: State-Division Street Historic District  
Rating: Contributing 
Architectural Style: Gable-front – Free Classic 
Architect/Builder:  Not known 
Date Constructed: circa-1915 
 
Description of structure: The subject property is a two-story house set upon a block foundation with 
wood clapboard siding, one/one double-hung wood windows, asphalt shingle roof, and two brick 
chimneys.  A one-story wood porch stretches across the front, with hip roof, wood columns and 
balustrades, and wood porch deck.  Concrete steps lead from the porch to the front walk. 
 
Description of proposed project:  

1) Installation of framed vertical lattice on the three undersides of front porch.  High quality lumber 
to be used, painted appropriate colors complementing the residence’s current color scheme.  
Fiberglass window screens will be affixed to the back side of vertical grill screening to keep 
leaves and grass clippings from blowing under the porch. 

2) Restoration of wood-framed glass windows along the foundation.  Windows will be inoperable, 
and wood frames will be painted appropriate colors complementing home’s current color 
scheme. 

 
Applicable Ordinance Authority:  Section 12.6 of Ordinance 4041 of the City of Elkhart requires a 
Certificate of Appropriateness to be issued for a conspicuous change in the exterior appearance of the 
existing building by demolitions, moving, additions, new construction, alteration, color change or 
maintenance of existing buildings, including windows, doors and all exterior features, walls or fences. 
As such, a Certificate of Appropriateness must be issued for the work proposed at the 221-223 Division 
Street. 
 
Applicable Guidelines:  
Porches:  Retain existing or original porches, including handrails, balusters, columns, brackets, tiles, 
and roof decorations.  If wood elements are deteriorated beyond repair, replace with wood elements. 
Windows:  Retain original windows.  Repair, replacing deteriorated elements to match original. 
 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION:   

1) Currently, no skirting exists at the base of the front porch.  Vertical wood lattice is a typical 
feature at the underside of porches, is appropriate for this c.1915 house, and meets the historic 
district guidelines. Staff recommends approval as submitted. 
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2) Original basement windows should be retained and repaired.  Proposed repairs meet the 
historic district guidelines.  Staff recommends approval as submitted. 

 
Filed by:  Deb Parcell 
Date:  March 21, 2024 
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